Cloning and initial characterization of human and mouse Spot 14 genes.
The intricate regulation of Spot 14 expression in rat lipogenic tissues has provided a useful tool in studying nutritional and hormonal factors involved in transcription. To gain insight into its function and its possible involvement in human lipid disorders, we cloned human and mouse Spot 14 genes that shared with the rat gene a strong homology concerning the deduced amino acid sequence (81 and 94%, respectively) as well as the promoter region. The mouse promoter was characterized by transfection studies, while quantitative RT-PCR and in situ hybridization experiments showed that Spot 14 is expressed in human liver and, at a high level, in multiple symmetric lipomatosis nodules.